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1.JA (I)

Story ideas for print and broadcast media

Dec. 16, 19 91
Contact: Teri Rizvi
HE REWROTE THE BOOK -- In the future, when the 22nd Psalm is read at Mass,
parishioners won't hear "they pierced my hands and my feet." The
translation was "always on shaky ground" says Conrad L'Heureux, a professor
of religious studies at the University of Dayton who served on a Catholic
Biblical Association committee to revise the translation of the Psalms for
the New American Bible.
The revision aimed at making scholarly improvements in the translation of
the Hebrew, using gender-inclusive language where possible, and producing a
text suitable for liturgical reading. The new edition has just been
approved by the American Catholic bishops and will be used in forthcoming
editions of the Catholic lectionary. L'Heureux also was a member of the
committee to revise the Revised standard Version of the Bible, which was
recently approved for use by Catholics.
Call Conrad L'Heureux at (513) 229-4218 or 294-3739.
HAIL MARY, MOTHER OF FEMINISTS? -- Feminists contend that traditional views
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which emphasize her virtues of obedience and
humility, have been used to keep women subordinate to men. But feminist
and traditional views of Mary may not be so far apart, say two University
of Dayton professors who recently won a national Catholic Press Association
for the best article in a scholarly journal. The article urges a renewed
appreciation of Mary as a role model for women and for men. "Mary as the
sinless, virginal Mother of God seems far removed from the experience of
women who know themselves to be far from perfect, who make love with their
husbands, and bear ordinary (if wonderful) children," say Una Cadegan,
assistant professor of American studies, and the· Rev. James Heft, S.M.,
provost of the University of Dayton and professor of religious studies.
"The ideal has undoubtedly been abused, but the solution is to correct the
abuses without rejecting the ideal," say the two authors who call for a
dialogue between Marian scholars who are open to what might be learned from
feminists and Christian feminists who realize that Mary constitutes a vital
dimension of Catholicism.
Call Una Cadegan at (513) 229-3468 or Father James Heft at (513) 229-2245.
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